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The brochure is divided into two parts. In the first part is found 
a brief reference to the history of the operative treatment of anky¬ 
losis, in which it appears that in 1826 J. Rhea Barton, at the Penn¬ 
sylvania Hospital, was the first to practice osteotomy for this con¬ 
dition. The author demonstrates the superiority of fascia or mus¬ 
cular tissue over the various foreign bodies which have been from 
time to time proposed to prevent re-ankylosis after separation of 
the joint surfaces; and discusses the indications for operation, espe¬ 
cially regarding the joint affected, the nature of the ankylosis, and 
the age of the patient 

In the second part is minutely detailed the operative technique 
for each articulation, the text being elucidated by suitable illustration. 
The work closes with a complete history of each of the cases col¬ 
lected from the literature together with the final results. 

The subject is of intense interest to the surgeon and the book 
will stimulate further efforts in the direction indicated by the author. 

F. T. S. 


Normal Histology and Microscopic Anatomy. By Je remia h 
S. Ferguson, M.Sc., M.D., Instructor in Normal Histology, 
Cornell University Medical College, New York City. With 462 
illustrations in the text, many in colors. New York and London: 
D. Appleton & Co., 1905. 

In this book the author has admirably succeeded in presenting the 
subject of normal histology in a lucid, full, and interesting manner. 
The book follows the logical plan for such a work, that of first pre¬ 
senting general considerations of cells and tissues, followed by de¬ 
tailed descriptions of the various systems and the organs forming 
them. The subject has been carried well up to the present time, 
recent work being extensively quoted. Throughout the book the 
more important references are given, and at the end an extensive 
bibliography is added, arranged to correspond to the chapters of 
the book. 

Although the subject is perhaps more extensively treated than 
in any other text-book in English, it is entirely practical for the use 
of students. The illustrations are for the most part notably good. 
They are, as a rule, borrowed from other authors. The majority 
of the original illustrations are photomicrographs, which are quite 
unsatisfactory, and fail, except in low magnifications, to convey a 
clear idea of the tissue or organ represented. 

The author’s clear style, together with the attractive appearance 
and good printing of the book, make it pleasant reading. Tabulated 
rdsumte placed at the ends of the chapters should prove of use to 
the student. Considerable space has been allotted to the central 
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nervous system, which is well treated, while the last chapter con¬ 
tains a brief but satisfactory description of technique, in winch all of 
the important procedures required in the study of histology are 
given. 

Altogether the book gives the impression of being a careful, well- 
planned piece of work, and should find much use as a text-book 
and as a work of reference. G. C. R. 


Ecole massotherapique de l’Hotel-Dieu (Service de M. le Dr. 
J. Ltjcas-Championkiere). Massage des membres. Par le Dr. 
Dacron, ancien interne des h6pitaux, ancien aide d’anatomie a 
la Faculty. Avec 101 figures dans le texte. Paris: G. Steinheil, 
editeur, 1905. 

Dagron insists that massage should be performed by the physi¬ 
cian and not by a nurse or non-medical masseur. He devotes a 
chapter to the generalities of massoth&ra'pie , carefully explaining 
the reason for and the technique of the various methods; or, as he 
prefers to say, the variations of the one method— i. e. f pressure 
modified as to its degree, direction, penetration, rapidity, etc., 
according to the indication. The only instrument advised is the 
hand, and the only lubricant fine talcum powder. 

The simplicity expressed in the first part of the book is also quite 
evident in the second portion in which each of the large joints of 
the limb is studied with a view to massage. In the section on 
regional massage the author first gives a brief but sufficient review 
of the anatomy and physiology of the part and Ihen the technique 
of massage of that particular region, together with the method of 
performing passive motion and the active movements which the 
patient should be advised to make. Next the diseases and injuries 
of each region are discussed with reference to massage and the indi¬ 
cations and contraindications pointed out. Certain diseases involv¬ 
ing the whole body are discussed under the extremity in which the 
symptoms are more particularly manifested, thus locomotor ataxia 
finds itself in the section on the lower extremity and progressive 
muscular atrophy in that on the upper extremity. 

The surgeon will be especially interested in those sections treating 
of fractures. Massage from the very beginning is advised in all 
fractures except those of the patella, in which wiring is stated to be 
the method of choice. Massage and forcible passive motions are 
commonly employed after the healing of a fracture to strengthen 
muscles and limber joints. The school of Championnidre use gentle 
massage and painless motions throughout the treatment for the 
prevention, rather than the cure, of these complications. Chopping 



